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SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY* EYES ONLY BUNKER CHANNELS 



FROM: GENERAL HAIG 

TOt AMBASSADOR BUNKER - FLASH 

« ■ 

CITE: WHS2 270 ... 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SAIGQN 0294. HENRY WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL 

« 

ON A MOST URGENT BASIS FOR YOUR FRANK APPRAISAL OF THIEU* S ABILITY 
TO ACCEPT THE DRAFT AGREEMENT IN THE LIGHT OF HIS NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

SPEECH OF DECEMBER 12. 

* 

» 

I FORWARDED TO HENRY THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR 0294 WHICH WE ASSUME 
HERE WAS PREPARED AFTER THAT SPEECH BUT HE IS MOST ANXIOUS TO HAVE 
YOUR PERSONAL JUDGMENT OF WHAT WE CAN EXPECT FROM THIEU AT THIS 
JUNCTURE. 

HENRY BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO SEND ANYONE TO SAIGON 
UNLESS WE HAVE SOME HOPE THAT THIEU CAN COME ALONG. A TRIP BY THE 
VICE PRESIDENT THAT FAILS MIGHT BE WORSE THAN NO TRIP AT ALL. I 
AGREE COMPLETELY WITH YOUR COMMENTS AS TO THE TIMING OF THE TRIP AND 


I AM CONFIDENT THAT HENRY WILL FEEL THE SAME. WE HAVE NO ASSURANCE 
THAT HANOI WILL SHIFT ITS STAND AT TODAY'S SESSION (TUESDAY DECEMBER 
12TH) BUT IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE BREAK COULD OCCUR AND WE WILL 

have to make a most careful assessment of the prospect for bringing 


THIEU ALONG IN LIGHT OF THE STRONG POSITION HE HAS TAKEN IN HIS 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPEECH. 
WARM REGARDS, 
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